OF THE 
MERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
Lsave 


General Mills Thanks Dentists for Services During War 

National Museum and Dental Registry Report Activities 
Various Dental Schools Offer Postgraduate Courses 

. Dean Roy J. Rinehart Honored for Services to Dental Education 

Appointments Open in Regular Corps of U. S. Public Health Service 


A.D.A. to Appear at Wagner-Murray-Dingell Bill Hearings 


APRIL 15, 1946 


KAR 
| 

a 


+. 


THE JOURNAL of the 
AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 


Mid-Monthly Issue 
Harotp Hittensranp, D.D.S., Editor 


Published by the American Dental Association 
222 East Superior St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


All expressions of opinion and all statements of supposed facts are published on the author- 
ity of the writer over whose signature they appear, and are not to be regarded as expressing the 
views of the American Dental Association, unless such statements or opinions have been adopted 
by the Association. 


The Mid-Monthly Review 


The Committee on National Museum and Dental Registry reports on its activities 
in another of the special Mid-Monthly issues of THE JourNat devoted to the 
councils and committees of the American Dental Association. This is the fourth 
article of the series. 


Maj. Gen. Robert H. Mills, on his retirement as chief of the Army Dental Corps, 


expresses his appreciation to all dentists who participated in wartime tasks. . . . The 
‘U.S. Public Health Service announces: competitive examinations for appointment 
to the Regular Dental Corps. ‘ 


University of Illinois, College of Dentistry, offers the first in a series of post- 
graduate courses May 1. The course is designed primarily for the returning veteran 
whose practice was limited by the necessities of military service. . . . Postgraduate 
courses in a variety of subjects are offered by Washington University, School of 
Dentistry, St. Louis. . . . Postgraduate courses in endodontia are offered by the 
er School of Dentistry, University of Pennsylvania, May 6 and 13. 


Roy J. Rinehart, dean, School of Dentistry, University of Kansas City, is honored 
at a banquet March 20 for his services to dental education. More than five hundred 
are in attendance at dinner sponsored by faculty and alumni. . . . Cleveland Dental 
Society holds annual Spring Clinic April 29-May 1. 


Special meeting of A.D.A. Board of Trustees is held on April.13 to consider 


annual meeting of House of Delegates. . . . A.D.A. will be represented at hearings 
on Wagner-Murray-Dingell bill scheduled for April 23. . . . Additional copies of 
new A.D.A. pamphlet “Blueprint for Dental Health” are available on request. 


The Journal of the American Dental Association. Vol. 33, No. 8. Published 
by the American Dental Association, 222 East Superior St., Chicago 11, Ill. 
Yearly subscription $5.00. Entered as second-class matter, May 27, 1942, 
at the postoffice at Chicago, Ill., under the act of August 24, 1912. Pub- 
lished semimonthly. Copyright 1946 by the American Dental Association. 
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The Committee on National Museum and Dental Registry Reports on 
Its Activities and Future Plans 


As early as 1895 the importance of 
scientific dental research was officially 
recognized by the founders of the Ameri- 
can Dental Association. In that year the 
national convention at Asbury Park, 
N. J., expressed itself on this subject by 
adopting the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this Association formally 
adopt the Army Medical Museum and Li- 
brary as the National Museum and Library 
of the dental profession of the United States. 
The chairman of the first committee on 
museum was H. J. Donnelly, of Wash- 
ington, D. C., at whose instigation the 
resolution was adopted. 

During succeeding years, this dental 
museum committee, together with a few 
interested persons, collected at the Army 
Medical Museum a fairly representative, 
although rather limited, exhibit of in- 
struments of historic interest, models and 
specimens, and pertinent data on scien- 
tific methods. 

A period of years followed when inter- 
est on this project lagged and conse- 


quently little was contributed. This was 
the state of affairs in 1930 when Col. 
James B. Mann (then Major Mann) 
was detailed as the dental officer at the 
Army Medical Museum. His interest and 
desire to have the facilities of the Mu- 
seum available to the Association moti- 
vated the reestablishment of the museum 
committee. 


The Committee on National Museum - 


was reinstituted by the Association in 
1931, and, in 1933, at the annual con- 
vention at Chicago, a resolution was 
adopted authorizing the Registry of Den- 
tal and Oral Pathology under the direc- 
tion of this committee. The action was 
taken with the approval and the support 
of the Division of Medical Sciences of 
the National Research Council, which 
had already established the American 
Registry of Pathology at the Army Medi- 
cal Museum. Accordingly, the Registry 
of Dental and Oral Pathology became 
an integral part of this Registry of Path- 
ology, with three other functioning units 
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Col. James E. Ash (MC), director of the 
Army Institute of Pathology, Washington, 
D. C. 


which consisted of the registries of 
Ophthalmic Pathology, Lymphatic Tu- 
mors and Bladder Tumors. 

The establishment of the Registry 
gave the committee its opportunity for 
real service to the Association and the 
profession at large. In the July 1934 
issue of THE JourNnaL there appeared 
a paper outlining the program of the 
museum committee, together with charts 
showing the committee’s plans for sup- 
plying a consultation service on patho- 
logic conditions of the oral cavity to 
members of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation. 

From this time forward, there has 
been a constant flow of such material 
into the Registry, until now the Registry 
is recognized as having one of the largest 
collections of such material in the world. 
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In 1931 the committee consisted of 
five members of the Association and the 
Army dental officer currently stationed 
at the Museum, who served ex-officio 
and acted as the secretary to the com- 
mittee. In 1936 five additional members, 
and the curator of the Museum as an- 
other ex-officio member, were added to 
the committee. In 1938 there was a 
further reorganization of the committee. 
A representative from each trustee dis- 
trict of the Association was appointed, 
making a committee of thirteen mem- 
bers and two ex-officio members, the 
curator and the dental officer. The cura- 
tor and the dental officer were to serve 
for the time that they were stationed at 
the Museum, the latter also acting as the 
secretary to the committee. 

The following men have been chair- 
man of the committee since its establish- 
ment in 1930: John T. Hanks, 1931 to 
1937; George B. Winter, 1937 to 1940; 
Henry A. Swanson, 1940 to date. 

Dental officers who have acted as 
secretary to the committee, named in 
order of tenure, are: Col. James B. 
Mann, Lt. Col. Arthur L. Irons, Col. 
Leroy P. Hartley, Lt. Col. Joseph L. 
Bernier, Maj. W. M. McCrea and Capt. 
Henry M. Goldman. Colonel Mann and 
Lieutenant Colonel Bernier have been 
assigned to the Museum several times. 
Lieutenant Colonel Bernier has returned 
from overseas and is now secretary of 
the committee and pathologist to the 
Registry. 

At present the committee is made up 
of the following persons! 

James E. Ash, Washington, D. C. 

H. L. Bunker, Junction City, Kan. 

Grant Van Huysen, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Lester Burkett, Philadelphia, Pa. 

E. C. Lunsford, Miami, Fla. 

. M. M. Bettman, Portland, Ore. 

Theodor Blum, New York, N. Y. 

T. A. Hardgrove, Fond du Lac, Wis. 

Virgil Loeb, St. Louis, Mo. 

Basil G. Bibby, Boston, Mass. 

Balint Orban, Chicago, III. 
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J. K. Young, San Francisco, Calif. 

Virgil D. Cheyne, Iowa City, Iowa 

Henry A. Swanson, Washington, D. C., 
chairman 

Joseph L. Bernier, Washington, D. C., 
secretary 

The committee’s activities have been 
centered on developing the Registry of 
Dental and Oral Pathology, while the 
Museum function has assumed a minor 
role. The word “registry,” as it is applied 
by members of the medical and dental 
professions to the organization at the 
Army Institute of Pathology, has a spe- 
cialized meaning. The Registry of Den- 
tal and Oral Pathology may be defined 
as an accumulation of data from many 
cases, indexed and made accessible, to- 
gether with representative biopsy or 
autopsy specimens from each case. His- 
tories, to be of fullest use to the Registry, 
should include all diagnostic data, de- 
scriptions of treatment and the results 
of such treatment. 

Biopsy Service.—Of major importance 
to the practitioner of dentistry, particu- 
larly the exodontist and the oral surgeon, 
is the biopsy service of the Registry. 
Those who use it not only receive a his- 
tologic report on. the tissue submitted, 
which in most instances helps to simplify 
the problems of oral diagnosis, but they 
also participate in providing the Regis- 
try with material. The ultimate value 
of material so received can be realized 
only when all of the activities of the 
Registry are understood. It must be em- 
phasized that, in the rendering of such 
histologic reports, the intention of the 
Registry is in no way to infringe on the 
functions of local pathologic labora- 
tories. Rather, the Registry seeks to pro- 
vide service in arcas where such aid is 
not available, or where the staff of local 
laboratories does not include a com- 
petent dental pathologist. When mate- 
rial is sent to such a laboratory, the 
contributor is urged to request that it be 
forwarded to the Registry for diagnostic 
consultation. When material is of un- 


usual interest, it may be circulated to 
the civilian consultants of the Registry, 
and their comments, if they add to a 
better understanding of the case, are 
relayed to the contributor. 


The staff of civilian consultants in- 
cludes well-known dental pathologists 
throughout the country, most of whom 
were selected in 1941 by the Registry 
committee. At present, the staff of con- 
sultants consists of the following persons: 

Kurt Thoma, Boston, Mass. 

Lester Cahn, New York, N. Y. 

Balint Orban, Chicago, Ill. 

H. B. G. Robinson, Columbus, Ohio 

Paul E. Boyle, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Donald Kerr, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Henry M. Goldman, Boston, Mass. 

These men have served diligently, add- 
ing valuable opinion and discussion to 
many of the more interesting and diffi- 


Lt. Col. Joseph L. Bernier (DC), secretary 
of the Committee on National Museum and 
Dental Registry and pathologist to the Regis- 
try of Dental and Oral Pathology. 
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cult cases. It is important to state that 
practically all of the diagnostic work of 
the Registry concerns tumors of the 
mouth and allied regions. The rela- 
tively simpler lesions of the teeth and 
their supporting structures are less often 
submitted. An average of twenty-five 
to thirty cases a day are seen by the 
pathologist to the Registry, including 
those from the Army and those from 
civilian sources. Review and _verifica- 
tion of diagnosis are carried out for the 
former, and diagnosis is made and re- 
ported to the latter. At the same time, 
the case is evaluated to determine 
whether it should be included in the 
Registry, since the number of cases is 
so great that they can be carefully 
screened to eliminate material of ques- 
tionable diagnosis. This screening does 
not mean that duplication of certain 
cases is not desirable. On the contrary, 
it is advantageous to accumulate as much 
material as possible, thus making more 
valid the statistical data on specific en- 
tities. For example, of the almost 6,000 
cases now in the Registry, well over 
1,500 are carcinomas of the lip, com- 
prising one of the largest collections of 
that particular tumor in the world. 
Mixed tumors of the salivary glands 
number close to 800, and even such rela- 
tively rare lesions as myoblastoma, the 
lipoid histocytoses and others are repre- 
sented by sizable groups. 

It is impossible to overemphasize the 
value of tissue analysis in oral diagnosis. 
That biopsy compares most favorably 
with the roentgenogram, for example, 
as a diagnostic aid is acknowledged. It is 
unfortunate, therefore, that biopsy is not 
more universally employed. Biopsy 
often makes an obscure condition clear, 
thus enabling the surgeon to plan a more 
rational and complete treatment. With 
the, advent of greater emphasis on the 
basic sciences in dentistry, more dental 
and oral surgeons have come to value the 
histologic analysis as an aid to complete 


THE JoURNAL OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 


treatment. It must be remembered that 
biopsy is essential when a malignancy 
is suspected, not when it is recognizable, 
for cancer that has progressed to the 
recognizable stage is often no longer 
amenable to treatment. The use of 
biopsy on tumors of an obviously be- 
nign character, while not as dramatic, 
still is most important for a thorough 
understanding of the pathologic process. 
It is obvious that the size of a specimen 
taken for histologic examination is not 
the most important consideration. The 
diagnosis may be clear and final from 
a small tissue fragment properly chosen, 
and doubtful and inconclusive from a 
large section poorly selected. Quality, 
not quantity, is the chief consideration. 
When the lesion is small, its removal 
in toto is desirable. When large, a rep- 
resentative section including normal ad- 
jacent structure for comparison should 
be submitted. Some of the more im- 
portant rules to follow in selecting ma- 
terial for histologic analysis are: 

1. If the lesion is small and surgical 
removal is indicated, remove the entire 
lesion. This is often referred to as “thera- 
peutic biopsy.” 

2. Select a site on the lesion that will 
give a true picture of the active process. 
If demonstration of organisms seems in- 
dicated, select a site where the process 
is in its earliest stage. 

3. Do not paint the surface with 
iodine. The application of iodine will 
often interfere with the staining proper- 
ties of the tissue. Use 70 per cent alcohol 
as a surface antiseptic. 

4. Do not use an anesthetic which will 
freeze the immediate area. If procaine 
is selected, inject as far from the lesion 
as possible. 

5: Be sure that the specimen includes 
the underlying subcutaneous tissue and 
adjacent normal tissue for comparison. 

6. Do not use electrosurgery for re- 
moval of tissue. The heat generated will 
distort the tissue. 


I 
d 
n 
0! 
W 
tc 
re) 
th 
ce 
a 
T 
fe) 
al 
tc 
i 
cc 
su 
: cc 
: L 
Ca 
fo 
to 
di 
be 
de 
er 
| tri 
tic 
= bi 
a 
tre 
tic 
Wi 
ce 
ca 
tic 
th 


7. Immediately after removal, place 
the tissue in twenty times its volume of 
10 per cent formalin (4 per cent formal- 
dehyde). Be sure to use a bottle with a 
mouth large enough to allow for removal 
of the specimen. After twenty-four hours, 
wrap the specimen in gauze saturated 
with fixative, place it in a bottle and mail 
to the Director, Army Institute of Path- 
ology, Washington 25, D. C. 


The steady increase in contributors to 
the Registry, most of whom soon be- 
come its active supporters, represents 
a healthy trend toward a more scientific 
approach to the problems of diagnosis. 
The clinical diagnosis of lesions of the 
oral cavity is often uncertain and in 
many cases hazardous, because the lesions 
are so frequently modified by such fac- 
tors as moisture, heat, trauma and infec- 
tion. The large number of local and 
generalized infections arising from oral 
sepsis, and the involvement of the mu- 
cous membranes by many dermatoses, 
such as pemphigus and lichen planus, 
complicate the work of the dentist. 
Lesions of syphilis, tuberculosis and 
cancer are frequently seen in an altered 
form, making it necessary for the dentist 
to recognize not only the underlying 
disease but also its deviation from text- 
book description and to estimate its 


progress. 

It is of utmost importance that the 
dentist be able to recognize pathologic 
entities and to determine if the required 
treatment is within the realm of his prac- 
tice. He must also be aware of the possi- 
bilities of underlying disease and direct 
the patient to a suitable specialist. Cer- 
tain of the oral lesions encountered are 
a definite dental problem and are best 
treated by the dentist. Simple ulcera- 
tions resulting from dental irritations fall 
within this group, but even such inno- 
cent lesions may develop serious compli- 
cations. It is important, when complica- 
tions occur, that the dentist recognize 
them. While the specific indications for 
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biopsy must be determined by the indi- 
vidual dentist, it is significant that fre- 
quently a clinical diagnosis is changed 
or a questionable diagnosis cleared up 
by its use. Indeed, the nature and the 
degree of surgical intervention must 
often be determined by biopsy. 


Loan Study Sets.—First prepared in 
1938, the loan study sets have been a 
most popular service of the Registry. 
Although the compilation of these sets 
was one of the primary objectives of the 
Registry, several years elapsed before 
enough representative material had been 
accumulated to permjt their organiza- 
tion. In 1938 the cases on file in the 
Registry, while numerically adequate, 
were still not too inclusive. As a result, 
the first group of sets was prepared to 
be augmented periodically as new mate- 
rial was contributed to the Registry. The 
continuous improvement of the sets has 
materially enhanced their value as teach- 
ing aids. Although the original plan for 
these sets emphasized their use by indi- 
viduals and small study groups, experi- 
ence has shown that they are extremely 
valuable in dental schools. A number of 
teaching institutions throughout the 
country do not have access to adequate 
pathologic material or lack adequate 
trained personnel to prepare it. In these 
cases the loan sets have proved especially 
worth while, and, although the general 
plan for obtaining the loan sets has not 
been changed, special concessions have 
been made to the dental schools wishing 
to employ them as a teaching aid. 


At present the Registry is engaged in 
the preparation of study sets for two 
dental schools from specially selected 
material in the Registry files. These sets 
are not to be confused with the study 
sets described above, which remain at 
the Institute of Pathology and are avail- 
able on loan. Inasmuch as material is 
available in such quantity, these special 
sets can be prepared at a nominal cost to 
the school. There will be about fifty sets, 
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Henry A. Swanson, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on National Museum and Dental 
Registry, Washington, D. C. 


each containing about 100 slides, includ- 
ing both block sections and tumors. The 
slides, labeled for the school in question, 
are assembled, and the sets are shipped 
in individual slide boxes. While such a 
service cannot be offered routinely, den- 
tal schools needing pathologic material 
should address the director at the Army 
Institute of Pathology. Each request 
will be considered on its own merits. 
With the-prospect of a certifying board 
in oral surgery, which will require that 
candidates for certification have a basic 
knowledge of oral pathology, it is ex- 
pected that the loan sets will become even 
more popular as a means of study and 
review by prospective candidates. In- 
deed, the emphasis placed on pathology 
by certifying boards in other specialties of 
medicine is responsible for the demand 
for loan sets in these branches. The study 
set in dental and oral pathology repre- 
sents only one of a series of sets available 
at the Army Institute of Pathology cov- 
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ering the entire field of medicine and 
obtainable upon request to the director. 

The loan set of dental and oral path- 
ology consists of seventy-six slides, all of 
which have been selected as truly repre- 
sentative. Originally, the history and 
microscopic findings -in each case were 
fully explained in an accompanying 
syllabus, a specially prepared loose-leaf 
book devoted exclusively to explaining 
what could be seen in each slide. It soon 
became apparent that the same result 
could be achieved by utilization of the 
“Atlas of Dental and Oral Pathology,” 
inasmuch as all of the cases appearing 
in the loan set were also included in the 
Atlas. Therefore, the sets were revised 
in 1943 by Major McCrae, then path- 
ologist to the Registry. A more detailed 
discussion of the “Atlas of Dental and 
Oral Pathology” follows. 

Atlas of Dental and Oral Pathology. — 
The first issue of the “Atlas of Dental 
and Oral Pathology” was published in 
1940, as the joint effort of Col. James B. 
Mann, then pathologist to the Registry, 
and Col. James E. Ash, curator. Its 
entire preparation was carried out at the 
Army Institute of Pathology. This edi- 
tion of the Atlas contained considerable 
hand work, the numerous photographs 
being actual prints. Because of the 
amount of effort entailed, it was neces- 
sary to sell the Atlas for $15. The work 
was very popular and was soon ex- 
hausted and a second printing was neces- 
sary. In 1942, the Atlas was revised by 
Lt. Col. Joseph L. Bernier, pathologist 
to the Registry. Many cases were added, 
together with material on_ histology. 
Multi-lithographic equipment had been 
installed at the Army Institute of Path- 
ology, and, because of this method of 
preparation, it was possible to sell the 
revised edition for $5. The second 
edition was well received and _ several 
printings were exhausted. In 1944 a 
second revision was undertaken by 
Henry M. Goldman, then pathologist to 
the Registry. In this instance, the revi- 
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sion consisted primarily in the addition 
of selected cases. A change to the com- 
mercial method of binding made the 
latest copies, from a mechanical stand- 
point, the best efforts thus far, although 
the contents remain essentially as in the 
second edition. 

Several thousand copies of the Atlas 
have been sold. The Atlas has been sent 
to practically every country in the world. 
Because of the constant increase of mate- 
rial in the Registry, it is advantageous to 
revise this book periodically, and, at 
present, plans are under consideration 
for another revision. Special credit must 
be given Col. James B. Mann for his 
untiring efforts in developing the facili- 
ties of the Registry. One of his most 
important contributions was the com- 
pilation of the first Atlas. Later editions 
have not changed appreciably in general 
plan. Cases are presented much as in the 
syllabi of the loan sets, but photomicro- 
graphs of selected fields are substituted 
for the slides themselves. The text con- 
sists of a clinical note on each case, 
followed by a microscopic description, 
brief comments on the case in question 
and selected references. 

The rate of sale of the Atlas has been 
such that it has been difficult to prepare 
enough copies to keep abreast of the 
demand. It is hoped that, when the new 
edition appears, a plan can be formu- 
lated to remedy this situation. 

Lantern Slides and Kodachromes.—At 
present there are approximately 2,000 
lantern slides, three and one-fourth by 
four and one-fourth inches in size, in 
the Registry collection. Of this number, 
about one-third are in color. They have 
been collected over the past years largely 
from Army sources. During the war, the 
medical department of the Army had in 
operation an ‘extensive pictorial service 
which supplied much interesting mate- 
tial to the Army Institute of Pathology. 
The slides pertaining to dental and oral 
pathology have been included in the 
Registry collection, another instance in 


which the value of the Registry’s asso- 
ciation with the Army Institute of Path- 
ology becomes apparent. The Army 
pictorial service consists of photographic 
units in all of the larger hospital installa- 
tions in this country, as well as special 
units which operate overseas. Thus one 
can see that the sources of material have 
been greatly extended. Slides are con- 
tinually being added to this collection, 
with the emphasis at present chiefly on 
color reproductions. 

The kodachrome collection, the nu- 
cleus of which was provided by Henry 
M. Goldman, numbers about 700 and 
includes illustrations of a variety of 
dental and oral lesions, augmented from 
many sources, including dental schools, 
individuals and study groups. 

At present the collections, both of 
slides and of kodachromes, are being 
carefully cataloged and indexed in order 
to prepare a brochure which can be dis- 


Henry M. Goldman, a former secretary of 
the Committee on National Museum and 
Dental Registry and pathologist to the 
Registry. 
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tributed to those desiring to borrow this 
material. It should be emphasized that 
these slides are available for loan upon 
request to the secretary of the Registry. 
Much of this material has been in con- 
stant use by groups and individuals. Its 
utilization is encouraged by the Registry, 
inasmuch as such activities aid in stimu- 
lating interest in, and providing a better 
understanding of, the basic sciences of 
dentistry. 

Because of the constant influx of cases 
from both Army and civilian sources, the 
lantern slide and kodachrome collections 
are continually being augmented. Inter- 
esting lesions from cases which are sent 
in without illustrations are photo- 
graphed at the Institute. 

It is our plan to increase the number 
of lantern slides and kodachromes by 
duplicating many already in the files. 
In many instances requests are received 
simultaneously for the same slides, and, 
if duplicates are available, it will be pos- 
sible to extend the loan period- without 
seriously delaying other requests for the 
same material. Every opportunity to 
accumulate pictorial material is ex- 
ploited by the Registry. The accumula- 
tion of material is difficult because of the 
limited personnel in the secretary’s office. 
When material can be obtained by cor- 
respondence with the person or group 
concerned, the matter is relatively sim- 
ple; if, however, it becomes necessary to 
visit some person or school, the problem 
of time consumed is serious. Those inter- 
ested in the teaching of oral pathology 
who have lantern slide material, particu- 
larly kodachromes, are urged to send 
such material to the Registry in order 
that the slides may be duplicated. Origi- 
nal slides will, of course, be returned. 
With such cooperation, it should be pos- 
sible to accumulate a library of lantern 
slides and kodachromes sufficiently large 
to meet the demand. Since the koda- 
chrome collection represents the most 
recent Registry enterprise, we are eager 
to increase it, for, while a good start has 
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been made, our collection is not com- 
plete. It is our purpose to include only 
slides of superior photographic quality, 
and some of those submitted do not meet 
this high standard. Visual education in 
dental and oral pathology is an impor- 
tant innovation. It is our hope and 
desire to encourage its adoption through 
the activities of the Registry of Dental 
and Oral Pathology. 

State Board Examination Material.—Jp 
1941 the preparation of examination 
material in dental and oral pathology 
for the use of state boards was under- 
taken. Photomicrographs from the files 
were prepared in booklet form, and sup- 
plied at a nominal cost. The number 
of pages and the contents of the booklet 
could be changed at will. In a short 
time any given board of examiners could 
accumulate sufficient material to allow 
changes in examinations from year to 
year. The procedure was used advan- 
tageously by a number of state boards. 
The program was presented to the Na- 
tional Board of Examiners in 1941, and 
plans were made to publicize the under- 
taking. The intention of the plan was 
to stimulate improvement in the un- 
dergraduate teaching of pathology by 
providing more rigid state board ex- 
aminations. The new program was en- 
thusiastically received by those engaged 
in the teaching of dental and oral path- 
ology, but with the advent of World 
War II it was forced into the back- 
ground. The accelerated teaching sched- 
ules enforced throughout the country, 
together with the induction of large 
numbers of young men into the armed 
forces, raised obstacles to carrying out 
the program. Now that the war is over, 
and efforts are again being made to 
improve undergraduate teaching, this 
program will again be presented to the 
state boards. A few boards continued to 
utilize this form of examination during 
the war years and they are enthusiastic 
about the excellent results that have been 
obtained. 
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Fellowship in Dental and Oral Pathology. 
—Another of the projects of the Registry 
was the establishment of a fellowship in 
dental and oral pathology. In the early 
years of the Registry, the advisability of 
providing such an opportunity to a grad- 
uate dental student, interested in an 
academic career, was foreseen. This fel- 
lowship became a reality in 1945 when 
the American Dental Association ap- 
proved its establishment and furnished 
funds for its support. The assignment 
is open to graduates of recognized dental 
schools and carries a stipend of $2,000 
a year. The large amount of material 
accumulated over the years at the Army 
Institute of Pathology makes this ap- 
pointment invaluable to a person inter- 
ested in research. Immediately after the 
establishment of the fellowship, every 
attempt was made to secure a satisfactory 
Fellow, but, because young men were 
still being inducted into the armed 
forces, many otherwise acceptable can- 
didates could not be considered. In spite 
of this, over 125 applications were re- 
ceived, and after careful consideration 
the first Fellow. was selected to report 
to the Registry for duty in March 1946. 
Those who have investigated the fellow- 
ship are convinced that the opportunities 


are exceptional because of the intensive 


activity in all phases of pathology at the 
Army Institute of Pathology. The view- 
point of the Fellow so trained will not 
be limited to the problems of any single 
field of pathology. It will rather em- 
brace the over-all picture of organi- 
disease, an attitude essential for the well- 
trained teacher in any professional field. 

It is expected that the Fellow at the 
Registry of Dental and Oral Pathology 
will conduct investigations, the exact 
nature of which will be determined only 
after a careful analysis of the projected 
investigation and the policies concerned. 
Several projects, for which there is much 
material, became immediately apparent. 
The greater percentage of Registry ma- 
terial consists of tumors of the mouth, 
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and anyone investigating their nature 
must first be equipped with a basic 
knowledge of pathology. Therefore, be- 
fore he undertakes any specific research 
in the field of oral pathology, the Fellow 
will be given thorough training in gen- 
eral pathology. This undertaking should 
in some measure help provide properly 
trained teachers of dental and oral path- 
ology, a limited but important phase of 
dentistry. 

Future Plans and Policies.—The plans 
for the future of the Registry are princi- 
pally concerned with emphasis on its 
services. During the period of the war, 
some of these services were of necessity 


curtailed. Because of the fact that many 


dental officers, while serving in the 
Army, became acquainted with the Reg- 
istry program, it is expected that there 
will be a considerable increase in mate- 
rial as soon as these men have been 
released from the Army and become 
established. The arrival of the Fellow in 
dental and oral pathology will, we are 
sure, make it possible for periodic reports 
and publications from the Registry office. 
In the past the press of routine matters 
has made this somewhat difficult, even 
though much interesting material was 
available. Several projects have been 
outlined and will be started as soon as 
some of the immediate routine matters 
have been taken care of. 

The fourth edition of the Atlas will 
come to the press some time this fall. 
In this connection, it is our plan to pro- 
duce a book the format of which will be 
standardized to a greater extent than 
heretofore. The books being prepared at 
the Army Institute of Pathology must, 
because of the desire constantly to add 
new material, be somewhat flexible. In 
spite of this, an attempt will be made 
to follow the commercial method of 
presentation of material. This plan may 
have to be modified in order that the 
Atlas may still be used as a syllabus for 
the loan study set. 

From time to time persons interested 
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in refreshing their knowledge either of 
dental and oral pathology or of some 
specific problem have spent periods of 
time at the Registry office, where all 
available facilities are put at their dis- 
posal. The Registry is anxious to be of 
assistance to such persons by providing 
not only material but the necessary space 
and equipment. Persons interested in 
such study are urged to contact the sec- 
retary, who will assist in every way pos- 
sible. At the present time the scope of 
such undertakings is limited to some 
extent by inadequate space and per- 
sonnel, but with the advent of a new 
building it is planned to emphasize this 
service. 

At the present time the Surgeon Gen- 
eral of the Army is formulating plans 
for a large medical research center, the 
major portion of which will be occupied 
by the Institute of Pathology. The plans 
at the present time call for a rather 
extensive physical expansion of the Reg- 
istry. The addition of office and labora- 


tory help which was unobtainable during 


' the war will enable the Registry to pro- 


vide an even fuller program to the con- 
tributors. 

The present organization of the Vet- 
erans Administration. has resulted in the 
formulation of a plan whereby the Army 
Institute of Pathology will act as the final 
repository for the pathologic material of 
the Veterans Administration. This plan 
will result in a further accumulation of 
much interesting data. Thus the Registry 
will have as a constant source of material 
both the Army and the Veterans Admin- 
istration, making it the largest repository 
for material on oral pathology in the 
world. The procurement of sufficient 
personnel properly trained and with a 
thorough understanding of the objectives 
of the Registry is all that is needed to 
produce a service in the field of oral 
pathology unequalled throughout the 
world. — Lt. Col. Joseph L. Bernier 
(DC), Secretary and Pathologist to the 
Registry. 


ARMY DENTAL CORPS 


General Mills Thanks Dentists on 
Retirement as Dental Corps Chief 


Maj. Gen. Robert H. Mills, who re- 
tired as chief of the Army Dental Corps 
March 16, has expressed his apprecia- 
tion of the services rendered by dentists 
in a letter written to Harry B. Pinney, 
General Secretary of the American Den- 
tal Association. The text of the letter 
follows: 

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
all members of the dental profession for their 
loyal support and the cooperation given dur- 
ing a most difficult period when it was neces- 
sary for everyone to make sacrifices and put 


‘forth a major effort. 


Dentistry has made a notable record dur- 
ing this war. Its accomplishments were be- 
yond those believed possible by most people. 
The dental rehabilitation of more than one 
million men represents a tremendous contri- 
bution to the conservation of fighting man- 
power and the future health of the nation. 


Military authorities now recognize the im- 
portance of adequate dental treatment for 
the maintenance of an efficient fighting force, 
and realize the futility of training men for 
six months or more for combat only to have 
them become dental casualties at the crucial 
hour for the lack of adequate dental care. 

The work of the dental officers in caring 
for maxillofacial cases was also outstanding. 
The development of the acrylic eye and the 
construction of an acrylic earpiece for hear- 
ing aids are other contributions of dental 
officers. 

Many advances have accrued to dentistry 
as a result of the accomplishments of the 
Dental Corps. The wonderful record made 
by it during this war could not have been 
achieved without the loyalty, cooperation, 
and tireless efforts of those in uniform, backed 
by the wholehearted support and assistance 
of those on the home front, and to all of you 
I say congratulations on your record and 
thanks for the support given me and the 
Office of the Surgeon General when it was 
needed. 
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U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 


Regular Corps Appointments for Dental 
Officers in U. S. Public Health Service 


A competitive examination for ap- 
pointment in the Regular Corps in 
grades of Assistant and Senior Assistant 
Dental Surgeon in the U. S. Public 
Health Service will be held on the dates 
listed below. 


The written examination will be held 
on June 5, 6 and 7, at places convenient 
to the candidate and the U. S. Public 
Health Service. 


Oral examinations will be held at 
g:00 a.m., at the following places: 

Baltimore, Md., U. S. Marine Hospital, 
Wyman Park Drive and Thirty-First St., April 
16. 

Chicago, IIl., U. S. Marine Hospital, 4141 
Clarendon Ave., June 1. 

Los Angeles, Calif., U. S. Public Health 
Service Relief Station, 406 Federal Bldg., 
May at. 

New Orleans, La., U. S. Marine Hospital, 
210 State St., May 17. 

New York, N. Y., U. S. Marine Hospital, 
Stapleton, Staten Island, April 17. 

St. Louis, Mo., U. S. Marine Hospital, 525 
Couch Ave. (Kirkwood), May 31. 

San Francisco, Calif., U. S. Marine Hos- 
pital, Fourteenth Ave. and Park Blvd., May 23. 

Seattle, Wash., U. S. Marine Hospital, Jud- 
kins St. and Fourteenth Ave. South, May 27. 

Washington, D. C., U. S. Public Health 
Service Dispensary, Fourth and D St., S.W., 
April 15 and June 3. 

Regular Corps appointments are per- 
manent in nature and provide unique 
opportunities to qualified dentists for a 
career in the various phases of dentistry, 
including public health administration 
and research. Assignments are made 
with all possible consideration of the 
officer’s demonstrated abilities and ex- 
perience. 

An applicant for the Assistant grade 
must be a citizen of the United States, 
must present a diploma of graduation 
from an accredited dental school, must 


have had at least seven years of educa- 
tion (exclusive of high school) and pro- 
fessional training or experience and must 
have a physical examination made by a 
medical officer of the Public Health 
Service prior to the oral examination. 

An applicant for the Senior Assistant 
grade must meet the requirements for 
Assistant grade and must have had an 
additional four years of postgraduate 
training or experience. 

The written examination for the As- 
sistant grade will be in: anatomy and 
oral surgery; pathology and _ bacteriol- 
ogy; materia medica and physiology; 
hygiene and radiology; operative and 
prosthetic dentistry. A practical exami- 
nation consisting of clinical and labora- 
tory demonstrations will be given after 
the last written examination. 

A candidate who has passed the ex- 
amination given by the National Board 
of Dental Examiners may elect to have 
his grades used in lieu of taking the 
written portion of his examination. 
However, clinical and laboratory dem- 
onstrations will be required. 

The written examination for the Sen- 
ior Assistant grade will be in: oral sur- 
gery; pathology and bacteriology; hy- 
giene; operative dentistry; prosthetic 
dentistry. Certificates granted by the 
National Board of Dental Examiners do 
not apply to this grade. 

Application forms may be obtained 
by writing to the Surgeon General, U. S. 
Public Health Service, Washington, D. 
C., Attention: Dental Division. 

Entrance pay for Assistant grade with 
dependents is $3,411 a year and for Sen- 
ior Assistant grade with dependents is 
$3,991 a year. Every three years an 
increase of 5 per cent of the base pay is 
automatic, and promotions are at regu- 
lar intervals up to and including the 
grade of Dental Director. Army or Navy 
service is credited toward longevity pay. 
Retirement pay at the age of 64 is $4.500 
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a year. Full medical care including dis- 
ability retirement at three-fourths base 
pay is provided. 

All expenses of official travel are paid 
by the government. Thirty days’ annual 
leave with pay is provided. 


DENTAL SCHOOLS 


University of Illinois Offers First in 
Series of Postgraduate Courses May 1 


The University of Illinois, College of 
Dentistry, offers the first of its series of 
postgraduate courses May 1. The course 
is designed primarily for returning vet- 
erans whose dental practice in the armed 
services. was limited to certain phases 
of dentistry and who wish to obtain a 
short but intensive training in the prin- 
cipal fields of dentistry with special em- 
phasis on the latest clinical and thera- 
peutic advances. 

The curriculum will include didactic 
and clinical instruction in operative den- 
tistry, crown and bridge, full and partial 
dentures, root-canal therapy, periodon- 
tia, children’s dentistry and oral surgery. 

In addition, the recent biologic and 
medical advances of dentistry will be 
presented in a basic course of lectures 
and seminars by authorities in their par- 
ticular fields. This will include a con- 
sideration of chemotherapy, oral bacteri- 
ology, fluoride therapy, diet and nutri- 
tion, oral diagnosis and correlated fields. 

Registration will be limited to twenty- 
four men. Veteran dental officers will 
be given preference. The registration 
date is April 30. Tuition fee is $75 for 
residents of the state of Illinois and $150 
for non-residents. 

This course comes under the provi- 
sions of the G.I. Bill of Rights. Veterans, 
if on terminal leave or already separated 
from the service, must present their 
“Certificate of Eligibility and Entitle- 
ment” from the Veterans Administration 
when they register. 
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Applications for the course will be 
considered in the order in which they 
are received. 


Washington University, School of 
Dentistry, Offers Postgraduate Courses 


The Washington University, School of 
Dentistry, announces one-week post- 
graduate courses in the following sub- 
jects: 

Radiodontics, April 29-May 4; dental 
medicine, May 6-11; dental pediatrics, 
May 13-18; complete denture prosthet- 
ics, May 20-25; partial denture pros- 
thetics, May 29-June 1; oral surgery, 
June 3-8; operative dentistry, June 10-15. 

A full year of postgraduate instruc- 
tion is offered in the following fields: 
dental medicine; dental pediatrics and 
orthodontics; dental and oral surgery, 
and anesthesia; restorative dentistry. 

Registration in all courses is limited. 
For details, address the Dean, Washing- 
ton University, School of Dentistry, 4559 
Scott Ave., St. Louis ro. 


University of Pennsylvania to Offer 
Postgraduate Course in Endodontia 


A postgraduate course in endodontia 
will be offered May 6-10 and May 13- 
17 by the Thomas W. Evans Museum 
and Dental Institute School of Den- 
tistry, University of Pennsylvania. 

The course is offered to a limited 
number of dentists who are interested 
in récent advances in the field of endo- 
dontia and who desire additional expe- 
rience in the practice of endodontia. The 
course will consist of sixty hours of lec- 
tures, seminars, clinical demonstrations 
and clinical practice. 

Registration will be held May 6. The 
fee for the course is $150. For further 
information, address the Dean, School 
of Dentistry, University of Pennsylvania, 
4001 Spruce St., Philadelphia 4. 
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Dental Alumni Society of the 
University of Pennsylvania to Meet 


The Dental Alumni Society of the 
University of Pennsylvania will hold its 
Dental School Alumni Day on June 7 
in Philadelphia. Activities of the day 
will begin with an assembly of the re- 
union classes in the Evans Institute. 

Dinner reservations can be made by 
writing Roy Hand, chairman, 1218 
Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Dean R. J. Rinehart Honored 
for Services to Education 


More than five hundred dentists, edu- 
cators and friends were in attendance 
March 20 at a dinner honoring Dean 
Roy J. Rinehart, School of Dentistry, 
University of Kansas City. The dinner 
was tendered Dean Rinehart in recogni- 
tion of his services to dental education 
by the faculty and alumni of the school 
and by the Kansas City District Dental 
Society. Dr. Rinehart has been on the 
faculty of the school and its predecessors 
since 1912. 

‘ Among the speakers at the dinner 
were: Norman A. Moore, toastmaster; 
Clarence R. Decker, president, Univer- 
sity of Kansas City; Harry M. McFar- 
land, Class of 1902, Kansas City-Western 
Dental College; Harry H. Sorrels, presi- 
dent, Alumni Association, School of 
Dentistry, University of Kansas City; 
John C. Warnock, past president, Kan- 
sas City District Dental Society; Wen- 
dell H. Cloud, Advisory Council, Uni- 
versity of Kansas City; J. Ben Robinson, 
dean, Baltimore College of Dental Sur- 
gery, University of Maryland; Harlan H. 
Horner, secretary, Council on Dental 
Education, American Dental Associa- 
tion; Carl W. Sawyer, faculty member, 
School of Dentistry, University of Kan- 
sas City; Otto W. Brandhorst, dean, 
School of Dentistry, Washington Univer- 
sity; Lee Roy Main, dean, School of 
Dentistry, St. Louis University; Fred A. 
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Richmond, secretary, Kansas State Den- 
tal Association; Alvin W. Bryan, presi- 
dent, American Association of Dental 
Schools, and dean, College of Dentistry, 
State University of Iowa; Albert L. 
Reeves, United States district judge, 
Western District of Missouri; Roy J. 
Rinehart, the guest of honor, response. 


Massachusetts Veteran Dentists 
to Hold Meeting May 7 in Boston 


The first organizational meeting of the 
members of the dental profession in 
Massachusetts who served in the armed 
forces during World War II will be held 
on May 7 at the Hotel Statler, Boston. 


Cleveland Dental Society to 
Hold Annual Spring Clinic 


The annual Spring Clinic of the 
Cleveland Dental Society will be held 
April 29 to May 1 at the Hotel: Carter 
in Cleveland. Gus Svetlik is chairman 
of the Clinic Committee. 


Akron Dental Society’s Dental Health 
Week Combines Fun and Education 


Fun and entertainment were combined 
with health education in Akron public 
schools during the recent Children’s 
Dental Health Week sponsored by the 
Akron Dental Society. 

Among activities of the week were 
radio addresses and talks by dentists, 
stressing the urgent need for placing 
more emphasis on dental care for chil- 
dren. 

L. A. Graham, secretary of the society, 
said, “We feel the need for child dental 
stimulation is so great that the children’s 
dental health week should become na- 
tional in scope.” 

The Akron Dental Society also spon- 
sored a dental puppet show for school 
children below the fifth grade, empha- 
sizing the need for proper dental care. 
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‘A.D.A. AFFAIRS 


Hold Special Meeting of Board to 
Consider Annual A.D.A. Meeting 


President Walter H. Scherer has called 
a special meeting of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the American Dental Association 
for Chicago on April 13. The Board 
will discuss the dates and meeting place 
for the annual meeting of the House of 
Delegates. Previously, the Board of 
Trustees had voted to hold the meet- 
ing of the House of Delegates in Miami 
in October, but the special session was 
called to consider new proposals. 


A.D.A. Will Appear at Wagner 
Health Bill Hearings April 23 


The American Dental Association will 
be represented at hearings on the Wag- 
ner-Murray-Dingell bill which started 
April 2 before the Senate Committee on 
Education and Labor, according to a 
statement by Carl O. Flagstad, chairman 
of the Committee on Legislation. Rep- 
resentatives of the Association will testify 
on April 23. 


Additional Copies of A.D.A. Pamphlet 
“Blueprint for Dental Health” Available 


The Bureau of Public Relations an- 
nounces that additional copies of the new 
pamphlet “Blueprint for Dental Health” 
are available for free distribution to all 
members of the profession. 

Several hundred thousand copies of 


this pamphlet have already been dis- . 


tributed to members of the American 
Dental Association and through them to 
the general public. This pamphlet car- 
ries an important message and should 
receive the widest possible distribution. 
It lists dentistry’s major objections to the 
Wagner-Murray-Dingell compulsory 
health insurance bill and the advan- 


tages of the dental health program of 
the American Dental Association. 
Dentists who have not received a copy 
of this pamphlet or who need additional 
copies should send a postal card to the 
Bureau of Public Relations, American 
Dental Association, 222 East Superior 
St., Chicago 11. 


Murray Asks Health Groups to ; 
Suggest Five-Year Program for U. S, 


‘Just prior to the opening of hearings 
on the latest version of the Wagner 
Murray-Dingell bill, Senator James E 
Murray, Montana, on March 24, re 
vealed that 180 organized health groups 
had been asked to submit “specifie® 
health goals” for the next five years 
for the United States. Senator Murray, 
who is chairman of the Senate Come 
mittee on Education and Labor before 
which the hearings will be held, said 
that “the time has come to stake out 
long-range health goals for America’s 
future.” 

In his letter to the American Dental@ 
Association, Senator Murray said: 

There are now pending before the Senatem 
Committee on Education and Labor many 
legislative proposals as to specific methods 
of promoting improved health. In considers™ 
ing these proposals, however, it would be 
a mistake to focus attention entirely upon} 
methods. The time has come, I believe, t 
ask, ““What are our objectives on the nation’s 
health?” 

Accordingly, on behalf of the Committee 4 
I am writing to the leading professional or 
ganizations in the field of health and medical 
care to ask that they join in a cooperative 
attempt to stake out specific health goals for 
the coming five years. . 

I should like to reiterate that this survey 
is limited to a discussion of goals and does 
not involve any questions as to alternaté 
methods of achieving any specific goal. 

The Murray. letter aroused consider 
able speculation in .many quarters on 
the immediate fate of pending legisla-§ 
tion. 
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